
Online 

Portfolio 
 

 (in other words, the Final Exam) 
 

 
Due: Wednesday, May 1st by 8:00am to Moodle 
 
Evidence of your participation and performance in this class will be showcased through your online 
portfolio, or writer’s website. The portfolio will provide evidence of all the thinking, writing, and overall 
work you have completed in this course. While you will largely determine the overall design and 
delivery of your work, I am requiring the use of Wix to showcase this work. 
 
Elements of Design: For each of the four projects that you have written this semester, you are revising 
and repackaging them to work in an electronic and digital space. Rather than simply uploading or 
copying and pasting the entire text, you are creating digital compositions with each one.  
 
Overall Composition: This grade will be determined on a holistic scale and has to do with the overall 
composition, creation, and care toward the portfolio itself. Remember that an online space allows us to 
do things as writers that a paper composition does not allow, and you should (as a thoughtful, 
purposeful writer) take advantage of those affordances.  
 
I will be asking myself the following questions as I look at the composition and creativity of your writer 
website: 
 

❏ Has the author of this website approached its creation in an interesting and engaging way?   
❏ Is the portfolio representative of the entire scope of ENG 101 (look at the course syllabus for goals 

and learning objectives)?   
❏ Does the author articulate their choices from a rhetorical perspective? 
❏ Is it clear the author has made the effort to create a successful website?   
❏ Has the writer played with the constraints of media by embedding videos, including images, 

using hyperlinks, and/or making other connections for the reader using elements of design? 
 
 
 
 



Pages: The following pages and their contents are required of your writer’s website. 
  
Home: (5 points) To introduce a showcase of your work, it is important that you include your name on 
the homepage of your online portfolio. While it is not required to be the title of your portfolio, I do ask 
that your name be prominent (emphasized) and clearly labeled on your home page. In addition to your 
name, be sure to include a headshot or other photo of yourself. While not required, you are welcome to 
include more than one photo of yourself. Alongside your name and photo, please include any 
information about yourself as a writer, student, and/or person that you feel might contribute to your 
audience’s perceptions of you and your work (50-100 words). Consider how these details - who you are, 
how you write, and where you are located - might affect the ways in which your audience engages with 
your work. 
 
Daybook: (10 points)  To document your thinking, freewriting, and prewriting, you will supply specific 
moments from your daybook. Each writing moment, as described below, will require a photo of the 
entry and a detailed description of the kinds of thinking or feeling associated with the entry. 
 

Critical Thinking (100-150 words) 
To highlight those material contributions to the work showcased in your online portfolio, select 
an entry from your daybook that clearly indicates your own critical thinking as a writer. Was 
there an idea, issue, or question raised in response to our WID? If so, provide a photograph of 
your daybook entry and elaborate on the prompt. In what ways does your entry demonstrate 
critical thinking. Here, I’m looking for more than merely an image and “here, I was a critical 
thinker” – tell me how, why, and connect this thinking to our objectives in this course, even our 
goals. 

 
Creative Thinking (100-150 words) 
How creative can you be? I encourage you to share your originality and/or artistry as a writer. 
Here, I want to see an example from your daybook wherein you are a creative thinker. Was there 
an artistic or particularly imaginative moment prompted by an in-class activity, an assignment, 
or a WID prompt? If so, provide a photograph of your daybook entry as well as your commentary. 
That is, tell me why this is creative. Make a case for why this writing moment is significant or 
particularly creative or imaginative. 

 
Something I Like (100-150 words) 
While this may seem simple, I’d like for you to consider a writing moment in your daybook that 
you particularly like and examine why you like it. I challenge you to really push at this 
explanation. For each answer you arrive at, continue to ask why. What is it about this entry that 
sticks with you? What is it about this entry that you enjoy or find pleasing? What is there to like? 

 
Something I’m Proud Of (100-150 words) 
Lastly, share a moment from your daybook where something surprised you, where something 
unexpected happened, or where you arrived at a place in your writing that facilitates a sense of 
pride. Share something you’re proud of by supplying a photograph of this daybook entry and 
explaining why you’re proud of this. What’s happening in this moment? What’s so special or 
significant about it that you hold it up above the rest? 

 
 



Process: (20 points) At the beginning of our term, I asked you to consider your process. Whether as a 
ritual or as an organic moment that self-originates, what is it that you do when you approach a writing 
task? What kind of writer are you? What exactly is your process? Where do you write? What do you 
write with? Who do you write with? And what does this reveal to us about “good” writing practice? On 
this page, I would like for you to include your How We Write project wherein I am asking you to share 
not only your writing process (your story), as it relates to popular theories or approaches to writing, but 
also how you feel it has or could change over time. (900 words or less) 
 
Projects: (30 points) As an introduction of sorts to your projects page, I'd like you to provide some 
information for your reader that details the work they're about to explore. Acting as a navigator or 
guide, you might suggest in what order they read your work, highlighting what's important to you about 
each piece. If they could look at anything, what might you tell them to notice first? What should they be 
looking at or what should they be paying attention to as they explore your work? (300 words) 
 

Rhetorical Analysis (900 words or less) 
Having analyzed a cultural artifact for its use of rhetoric to persuade its audience, I would like 
for you to include an online version of this analysis. Because any analysis of any visual artifact 
relies upon the writer’s ability to synthesize its description within the analysis, you might find 
your digital essay can be shortened by including the artifact itself, even links or other media, to 
better illustrate what the text is saying and how it is saying it (rhetorical devices being used). 
Consider the affordances of technology and conventions of genre as you move this piece from 
its academic format and style to an online installation. 

 
Ethnography (950 words or less) 
Having asked you to study a particular discourse community to understand its way of life and 
how the context of that community gives way to a greater truth about that culture, I would like 
you to include an online version of your ethnography on your projects page. Here, the form of 
your ethnography may certainly vary. While you may include all of the material from your 
current draft, I would urge you to center your attention on context, observations, synthesis, and 
conclusions. You may find it possible to significantly shorten your ethnography by playing with 
the constraints of media (i.e. hyperlinks, embedded images or other artifacts, etc.)  

 
Literature Review (900 words or less) 
Having asked you to engage in the discourse surrounding an area of inquiry – a topic of your 
choice – I would like for you to include an online version of this project. Be sure to play with the 
constraints and affordances of various media as they might assist you in making explicit 
connections for your reader. You might link certain references or text to source material. You 
might even embed images or videos to strengthen your review and discussion, capturing and/or 
maintaining your audience's attention on the topic or issue at hand in your inquiry.  

 
Critical Reflection (20 points): On the final page of your portfolio, I would like for you to use your Day 
Without Writing piece to critically reflect back over your experience as a writer. While we've only 
been working together for a few months, and while we've been cast in the roles of "teacher" and 
"student" we are indeed still a collection or community of writers. In your reflection consider who you 
are as a writer and the role writing has in your day to day life, even your chosen field of expertise 
(whether academic, industry, business, politics, military, etc.) Critically reflect on the choices you've 
made as a writer over the course of our term, and ask: why have I made those choices, what influences 
me as a writer, what do I consider when I "do" writing? How do genre, discourse, audience, purpose 
and/or media affect my writing situations? You might also consider your future as a writer. What will 



linger with you? What things will you continue to consider as you write throughout your student career 
and beyond? (800 words) 
 
Presentation (15 points): Rather than presenting an overview of the portfolio in its entirety, you will 
center your presentation around what you learned from revising and designing your online projects. 
You will also defend the choices you made in your digital composition. Your presentation should be 
5-10 minutes.  
 
  


