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Spring 2018 

 
Winston Hall 002 

 
Instructor: Ms. Hannah M. Mayfield (hmmayfie@ncsu.edu) 

Office: Ricks Hall Annex (RHA) 07 
Office Hours: F 9:30am-11:00am or by appointment 

 
 

Welcome! Over the next several weeks, we will explore the theory and process of writing 
asking, what is text? How is text produced? What considerations or choices are made when 
composing a text? How do we produce meaning from text?  
 
As our preliminary schedule suggests, we will be exposed to critical traditions, techniques 
and theory in the analysis of a wide variety of texts, including those produced in 
professional, academic, and domestic settings. In doing so, my hope is that we will gain 
insights to the rhetorical dimension of communication by examining how texts composed 
in various media - oral, written, visual, blended - are produced, responded to, circulated, 
and adapted to new purposes.  
 
Course Description: Theory and research on the processes and contexts of written 
discourse; cognitive, socio-cultural, educational perspectives; reflective and research-based 
accounts of the writing process; analysis of discourse contexts and communities. 
 
Prerequisite: ENG 101 
 
Objectives: 
 

❏ To learn how texts are produced and circulated in different settings 
❏ To think about the ways we are embedded in a textual universe 
❏ To think about the ways we combine text, speech and image to produce meaning 

 

mailto:hmmayfie@ncsu.edu


Course Materials: 
 

❖ Stephen Levy. Scrolling Forward. 2nd Edition. 
❖ Daybook: a sturdy composition notebook 
❖ Glue stick: any standard glue stick (this will be used frequently with the daybook) 
❖ Access to a word processing software + laptop (bring to class everyday) 
❖ Access to Moodle and Google +  

 
Grading: Unless otherwise noted, all work is submitted in electronic form  
 

- Participation 10% 
- Writing Habitography 10% 
- Textual Production Analysis 20% 
- Midterm Reflection 15% 
- Googleography 20% 
- Document Analysis 25% 

 
How I Grade: Except for the midterm reflection, I use “contract grading.” This means you 
choose your grade according to the level of effort you want to put into it. No surprises. For 
each assignment you’ll be given a set of requirements that you must meet to reach a 
specific letter grade. If you do particularly well in the letter category you choose, I’ll add on 
a plus (or, conversely, a minus, if the work meets requirements but only barely). “Doing 
particularly well” means error-free written expression and interesting, insightful 
commentary. “Only barely” means multiple errors in written expression or evidence of 
minimal effort. 
 
Participation (P): For this course participation will manifest in different forms—class 
participation, online participation, and daybook participation. Details about each form of 
participation are explained below. (10%) 
 
I believe in an immersed and interactive environment wherein individuals come together 
as a collaborative body to create a participatory culture and community. However, this 
cannot be achieved unless everyone in class is committed to certain standards of behavior 
and engagement. Coming to class is important, but it is not enough. The participation grade 
will be based not only on your daily presence but also your level of focus and involvement.  
 
Class (P): When we meet face-to- face, which will always be in 002 Winston Hall, we will 
use class time to explore various aspects of composition, explore different types of text, 
conduct small group and whole class activities and discussions, and continue thinking 
through any current projects we are working on together. The following represents a 
useful set of criteria for how I will grade classroom participation: 
 

A A student receiving an A comes to class prepared; contributes readily to the  
conversation but doesn’t dominate it; makes thoughtful contributions that 
advance the conversation; shows interest in and respect for others’ views; 
participates actively in small groups; consistently pushes discussion to a 
“deeper” level of analysis. 

 



B Comes to class prepared and makes thoughtful comments when called upon;  
contributes occasionally without prompting; shows interest in and respect 
for others’ views; participates actively in small groups. 

 
C  A student receiving a C comes to class prepared, but does not voluntarily  

contribute to discussions and gives only minimal answers when called upon. 
Nevertheless these students show interest in the discussion, listen 
attentively, take notes, and attend class regularly. 

 
D A student receiving a D participates occasionally in discussion, but in a  

problematic way. Such students may talk too much, make rambling or 
tangential contributions, and sidetrack the discussion. Students in this range 
may also continually interrupt others with digressive questions, failing to 
acknowledge cues of annoyance from instructor or students. Students 
who receive a D also have a spotty attendance record, show up for class late 
on occasion, and are inattentive during the class period. 
 

F Students in this range often don’t participate because they haven’t read the  
material or done the homework. Students receiving an F miss class 
frequently, provide incorrect answers when called upon, reflect a negative 
attitude towards learning while in the classroom, and rarely, if ever, 
participate in class discussion or group work. 

 
[The above is from Bean, J. & Paterson, D. (1998). Grading Classroom Participation (p. 36). 
In Changing the Way We Grade Student Performance. Jossey Bass.] 
 
Online (P): Some days we will complete work online. You will be asked to visit, read, write, 
contribute, etc. to our Google + Community on a weekly basis. See the schedule for specific 
assignments and dates; however, you should expect to interact with the site on a daily basis 
whether to complete assignments or just to see what activity has taken place since your 
last login. Online participation will involve many things such as posting to threads of 
conversation, sharing ideas, blogging, reading, viewing videos, and uploading material. 
Below is further description of the main ways we will measure our online participation: 
 

Blog Posts (Due every Wednesday by midnight):When the class schedule asks you 
to “post”, this will involve a reading from your course textbook (or other material) 
and online contribution. You will be assigned to “read” (sometimes reading may be 
anything from a chapter in our textbook to an article to a video to a blog) and 
respond to a text (respond means to write/post your reactions, questions, etc.). 
Each blog post must be at least 300 words.  

 
Daybook (P): Throughout the course you are asked to maintain a daybook to capture your 
thinking through writing. In the daybook, you are expected to write daily notes, reflections, 
letters, thought pieces, free writes etc. in response to your readings, writings, and to the 
class. You are to maintain a daybook in order to, on a daily basis, capture and journal your 
thoughts and understanding of the contents of this course. I ask that you read, write, 
observe, participate, respond, think, and feel.  
 



Writing Habitography (mini-project): You will design an annotated, interactive map 
describing the geography of your habits as a writer - where you write, what you write with, 
etc. I will be asking you to consider the (im)material processes embedded in your practices 
as a writer and textual producer. (10%) 
 
Textual Production Analysis (project + paper): You will record and track your textual 
moves, or every instance in which you produce some kind of text over a two-day period 
and then conduct an in-depth written analysis of these results. (20%) 
 
Googleography (mini-project): You will create a biography of yourself with materials of 
your choice, using Google and following a number of tasks designed to get you thinking 
about your place in our electronic and textual world. (20%) 
 
Document Analysis (final paper): You will write an analysis of an everyday text that is 
personal to you, following the examples introduced in class. You can choose any document 
you like, as long as it’s a text that is used in everyday life such as: a letter, postcard, 
advertisement, receipt, official document, etc. (25%) 
 

Things to know: 
 
Emergency Plans:  In case of an on-campus emergency that requires evacuation of the 
building, please assemble as quickly as possible at the following location to check in with 
your professor: the Court of North Carolina. 
 
In case of an on-campus emergency that requires students and faculty to remain within the 
classroom with the door secured, students and faculty will adhere to campus/university 
policy. 
 
Assignments as public documents:  All work in this class will be public.  In other words, 
other people may be allowed to read it, respond to it, etc. 
 
Due Dates and Late Assignments: All work for this course must be submitted 
electronically via our course Moodle page. The due dates for all projects are indicated on 
the class schedule. After the scheduled due date, your work is considered late. For each day 
the assignment is late, the piece drops a full letter grade. If you feel you will have trouble 
submitting an assignment on time, please schedule a time to speak to me at least 24 hours 
before the due date, so that we may discuss alternatives. Please inform me of any problems 
you are having concerning assignments, due dates, etc. All pieces submitted (unless 
otherwise noted) must follow proper APA documentation and formatting. 
 
Academic Honesty/Integrity: Plagiarism is defined as copying the language, phrasing, 
structure, or specific ideas of others and presenting any of these as one’s own, original 
work; it includes buying papers, having someone else write your papers, and improper 
citation and use of sources. When you present the words or ideas of another (either 
published or unpublished) in your writing, you must fully acknowledge your sources. 
Plagiarism is considered a violation of academic integrity whenever it occurs in written 
work, including drafts and homework, as well as for formal and final papers. We will 
discuss what constitutes plagiarism in a class session.  



 
The NCSU Policies, Regulations, and Rules on Student Discipline set the standards for 
academic integrity at this university and in this course. Students are expected to adhere to 
these standards. Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will be handled 
through the university’s judicial system and may result in failure for the project or for the 
course. 
 
Third Party Sharing: Revealing or sharing another student’s coursework to which they 
may have access as a member of the class is considered a form of academic dishonesty 
prohibited by the Code of Student Conduct. As a condition for enrollment in this class, 
students may only share another student’s coursework with third parties after obtaining 
the express consent of the student author and the course instructor. “Sharing with third 
parties” includes posting or causing the course work to be posted on social-networking or 
other websites. Violations of this condition will be reported to the Office of Student 
Conduct, which may take further action. 
 
Your Attendance: You should attend all classes. As an active and crucial member of our 
class, you are expected to attend class each time it meets. In ENG 422, students who miss 
five 75-minute classes will earn a grade of F.  You may miss 4 class sessions, or two weeks 
worth of class, but after the 8th absence regardless of excused or unexcused absence, you 
will automatically fail the course. If you know you are going to be absent, it is your 
responsibility to let me know in advance and make arrangements to complete whatever 
work is assigned or due in class that day. If you miss class without notice, then you are 
responsible for finding out what you missed from another class member, not me. 
 
Students are expected to arrive to class on time. If you do arrive late, you are responsible 
for notifying me after class so that you can be marked present. If you are more than fifteen 
minutes late, I will mark you as absent regardless of your presence in class. If you arrive 
late to class, then you are responsible for finding out what you missed from another class 
member, not me. 
 
Accommodation Statement: If your learning or participation in this class might be 
affected in any way by a difference in ability recognized under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), reasonable accommodations can be made for students with 
verifiable differences in ability. In order to take advantage of available accommodations, 
students must register with the Disability Services Office. You may contact them via web at 
http://dso.dasa.ncsu.edu/ or by phone, 919-515- 2011. You may also educate me about 
your difference in ability so that I can work with you to arrange necessary 
accommodations. It is important that you take both of these steps no later than the first 
week of the term. Accommodations can be made for lifelong medical conditions, persistent 
medical conditions, or temporary medical conditions.  
 
Writing and Speaking Tutorial Services (WSTS): The Writing and Speaking Tutorial 
Services is a resource for all undergraduate students, regardless of major or level of study. 
Their consultants will help you with developing and revising your ideas as well as polishing 
your final piece.  You can make an appointment for a consultation or walk in to see if 
there’s an available space.  
 

http://dso.dasa.ncsu.edu/


Conferences: Periodically throughout the semester our class time may be repurposed for 
individual conferences. These conferences will be conducted as one-on- one (or group) 
sessions with me either in my office or other neutral location wherein we will discuss our 
writing, class participation, or any other questions or concerns about a given piece of 
writing or the class as a whole. Student attendance is required at conferences, as these 
sessions will be counted as equivalent to attendance in regularly scheduled classes. 
 

Course Schedule* 
 
Key: 
SF= Scrolling Forward by Levy 
 
[PDF]= Readings provided as PDFs distributed via Google Drive  
[Online]= Link provided 
 
*This schedule may change according to the needs of our class. 

 
Date Location Class topic Work Due 
January    
M 8  

 
Week One: Text 
 
Course introduction: syllabus, 
policies and expectations 
 
What is text? 

Access course Moodle page 

W 10  Week One: Text 
 
Why study text? 
 
Blog Post One due by midnight 

Read the “Introduction” to What 
Writing Does and How it Does It  by 
Bazerman & Prior [PDF] 

M 15 
 

 
 

Week Two: No Class 
 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day  

 

W 17  Week Two: Process 
 
What is process? 
 
*No Blog Post* 

  
Read “Tracing Process: How Texts 
Come Into Being” by Prior [PDF] 

M 22  Week Three: Process 
 
What do the “experts” say? What is 
our process?  

 
Read “A Cognitive Process Theory of 
Writing” by Flower & Hayes [PDF] 

W 24  Week Three: Process 
 
Writing Habitography Workshop 
 
Blog Post Two due by midnight 

Bring to class a draft of your Writing 
Habitography 

M 29  Week Four: Content Analysis  



 
What is content analysis? 

Read “Content Analysis: What Texts 
Talk About” by Huckin [PDF] 

W 30  Week Four: Content Analysis 
 
Applying content analysis to text 
 
Blog Post Three due by midnight 

Writing Habitography due to 
Moodle 

February    
M 5  Week Five: Discourse Analysis 

 
What is discourse analysis? 

 
Read the ”Introduction” to 
Johnstone’s book Discourse Analysis 
[PDF]  

W 7  Week Five: Discourse Analysis 
 
Applying discourse  analysis to text? 
 
Blog Post Four due by midnight 

 

M 12  Week Six: Code Switching 
 
What is style-shifting, code-shifting, 
and code-switching? 
 

 
Read  “Code Switching and Second 
Language Writing” by Buell [PDF] 

W 14  Week Six: Code Switching 
 
Application and examples of 
style-shifting, code-shifting, and 
code-switching. 
 
Blog Post Five due by midnight 
 

 

M 19  Week Seven: Intertextuality 
 
What is intertextuality? 
 

 
Read  “Intertexuality: How Texts Rely 
on Other Texts” by Bazerman [PDF]  

W 21  Week Seven: Intertextuality 
 
Intertextuality and ethics 
 
Textual Production Analysis 
Workshop 
 
Blog Post Six due by midnight 

Bring to class a draft of your Textual 
Production Analysis 

M 26   Week Eight: Multimodality 
 
What is multimodality? 

Read “The Multiple Media of Texts: 
How Onscreen and Paper Texts 
Incorporate Words, Images, and 
Other Media” by Wysocki [PDF] 

W 28  Week Eight: Multimodality 
 
Multimodal application/analysis 
 

Textual Production Analysis  due 
to Moodle 



Blog Post Seven due by midnight 
March    
M 5  Week Nine: No Class 

 
Spring Break 

 

W 7  Week Nine: No Class 
 
Spring Break 

 

M 12  Week Ten: Documents 
 
What are documents? 

Read Levy Chapter 2 [SF] 

W 14  Week Ten: Documents 
 
Blog Post Eight due by midnight 

 

M 19  Week Eleven: Electronic 
Documents 
 
Material: Does difference matter? 

Read Levy Chapter 3 [SF] 

W 21  
 

Week Eleven: Electronic 
Documents 
 
Googleography Workshop 
 
Blog Post Nine due by midnight 

Bring to class a draft of your 
Googleography 

M 26   
 

Week Twelve: Document Politics 
 
Documents as tools  

Read Levy Chapter 4 [SF] 

W 28  Week Twelve: Document Politics 
 
Blog Post Ten due by midnight 

Googleography  due to Moodle 

April    
M 2  Week Thirteen: Personal Text 

 
What makes a text personal? 

Read Levy Chapter 5 [SF] 

W 4  Week Thirteen: Personal Text 
 
Blog Post Eleven due by midnight 

 

M 9  Week Fourteen: [In]Attention to 
Text 
 
What kind of reader/writer are you? 

Read Levy Chapter 6 [SF] 

W 11  Week Fourteen: [In]Attention to 
Text 
 
Blog Post Twelve due by midnight 

 

M 16  Week Fifteen: Conferences 
 
Meet with instructor for individual 
conference 

Bring a draft of your Document 
Analysis to individual conference 
with instructor 



W 18  Week Fifteen: Conferences 
 
Meet with instructor for individual 
conference 
 
*No Blog Post* 

Bring a draft of your Document 
Analysis to individual conference 
with instructor 

M 23  Week Sixteen: Document Analysis 
 
Document Analysis Workshop 
 

Bring to class a full draft of your 
Googleography 

W 25  Week Sixteen: Document Analysis 
 
Final reflections and thoughts 
 
*No Blog Post* 
 
Last day of class 

Document Analysis  due to Moodle 

 
 


