
Annotated 
Bibliography  

 
 
Due: Saturday, April 13th by 11:55pm to Moodle 
 
Inquiry based research relies on the idea that somewhere “out there” is something to discover 
that we don’t really know. For this piece, you will use writing as a way of thinking through something.  
 
The Task: Your assignment is to select an area of inquiry; conduct desk research on your chosen topic; 
synthesize this secondary source material; and design an annotated (and perhaps interactive) 
bibliography that demonstrates not only an understanding of the material, but also critiques and 
evaluates this secondary source material for its relevance and usefulness to your chosen topic.  
 
Lastly, in conjunction with this bibliography, you will draft a short essay that explains your choices as 
you created your bibliography, selected your secondary source material, and evaluated this material. 
Essentially, this piece will serve as a review of the literature you’ve annotated, placing your chosen 
sources in context with one another by making connections and discussing the future of the 
conversation on your topic. 
 
Purpose: This project is designed to meet the following goals: 
 

❏ Focus on a purpose. 
❏ Use writing and reading for inquiry, learning, thinking, and communicating. 
❏ Use conventions of format and structure appropriate to the rhetorical situation. 

 
Process: Selecting an area of inquiry, drafting research questions, and conducting desk research. 
  
Choosing an Area of Inquiry: To begin your project you will select an area of inquiry, one that interests 
you based on your own area of study. Consider what makes this area of inquiry a valuable topic of 
research. What is the issue at hand? Who are the stakeholders? What fields of study seem most 
interested or involved in your chosen topic?   
 
Drafting Research Questions: Following the selection of an area of inquiry or topic, you will draft 
research questions suitable to your chosen inquiry topic. Your research questions should be clear and 
focused. These questions should further guide your inquiry by articulating a distinct study and search 
for secondary source material. 



 
Conducting Desk Research: Using your research questions, you will conduct desk research on your 
chosen inquiry topic. With a select set of keywords, you will utilize the D.H. Hill Library databases to 
identify relevant source material (i.e. peer-reviewed journal articles). In addition to these kinds of 
sources, you will utilize other digital libraries and resources such as, JSTOR, Google Scholar, etc.  
 
About Format: A set of 10 citations each followed by a descriptive and evaluative annotation (150 words 
each). 
 
Using those secondary sources you’ve researched and read regarding your topic, you will cite these 
sources and organize them by author’s last name in alphabetical order. Following each individual entry 
you will review these sources. Your task is to combine summary and synthesis in order to review the 
literature that’s been published about your topic. Following this synthesis of material, you will also 
critique each source by evaluating the material for its relevance and usefulness to your chosen inquiry 
topic and research question(s). 
 
The project should adhere to APA style and formatting guidelines. 
 
About Format (Continued): A multimodal approach. 
 
Rather than take up the traditional style and formatting of an annotated bibliography, you may choose 
to use a variety of media, making your project more multimodal. If you would like to submit a more 
interactive or digital annotated bibliography, I would ask that your project’s graphics, sound, or other 
materials liken to the required word count (150 words for each annotation). 
 
If you have questions or are interested in a multimodal approach, consider discussing this option with 
me. 
 
Short Essay: In conjunction with your annotated bibliography, I am asking you to craft a brief review of 
the literature (900 words). 
 
As you do so, consider the research question(s) you are addressing. Using the secondary sources you’ve 
read regarding these questions or chosen area of inquiry, discuss this information and organize it in a 
pattern appropriate for your chosen field. Your task is to synthesize this material in order to review the 
literature that’s been published about your topic. 
 
A summary is a recap of the important information of the source, but a synthesis is a re-organization, 
or a reshuffling, of that information. It might give a new interpretation of old material or combine new 
with old interpretations. Or it might trace the intellectual progression of the field, including major 
debates. Depending on your area of inquiry, you might evaluate the sources and advise your reader on 
the most pertinent or relevant information.  
 
 
 



Grading Criteria: All “written paper” elements must be Times New Roman, 1-inch margins, 12 pt. font, 
double spaced.  
 
A project that earns an A will have the following: 

❏ An annotated bibliography, minimum 10 entries (150 words each) which: 
❏ correctly formats and cites each secondary source 
❏ summarizes and synthesizes main ideas and claims from each secondary source 
❏ critiques each secondary source for its organization, structure, and focus 
❏ evaluates each secondary source for its relevance and usefulness to your chosen topic 

❏ An essay (900 words), containing all 4 “Criteria for Literature Review” (below) 
 
A project that earns a B will have the following: 

❏ An annotated bibliography, minimum 8 entries (150 words each), which: 
❏ correctly formats and cites each secondary source 
❏ summarizes and synthesizes main ideas and claims from each secondary source 
❏ critiques each secondary source for its organization, structure, and focus 
❏ evaluates each secondary source for its relevance and usefulness to your chosen topic 

❏ An essay (800 words), containing 3 “Criteria for Literature Review” (below) 
 
A project that earns a C will have the following: 

❏ An annotated bibliography, minimum 6 entries (150 words each), which: 
❏ correctly formats and cites each secondary source 
❏ summarizes and synthesizes main ideas and claims from each secondary source 
❏ critiques each secondary source for its organization, structure, and focus 

❏ An essay (700 words), containing 3 “Criteria for Literature Review” (below) 
 
If the project does not meet minimum requirements for a C, it will receive an F.   
 
Criteria for literature review. A=4, B=3, C=2. 

● Provides a brief idea of the topic of the literature review, introducing the central theme or 
organizational pattern 

● Contains a discussion of the secondary sources  
● Makes connections between studies and sources 
● Discusses what you have drawn from reviewing the discourse on your topic, such as where the 

discussion might proceed 
 
If you do particularly well in the criteria you submit, I’ll add on a plus (or, conversely, a minus, if the 
work could benefit from significant revisions). “Doing well” means error-free written expression, fine 
attention to detail and construction, and interesting, insightful design and commentary.  
 
 
 
 
 


